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licemen irom 40 states. the
J%iostnct of Columbla and Canada

licemén with signed or video-
?a?ped confessions. At last colgito
the cops had charged hrm mth ,

us * detail.
ondl-.?q'sonly the luller could

ST

now.’
Lucas’ sard he and ‘a half-wnt
‘pyromaniac named Ottis Toole, his
omosexual lover, killed people
herever they l'o;md them. They
re pretty creat ERE

'-u?[‘heg ra¥1 people ‘down’™ w1th
ars, hanged them i trees, bume.f.l
hem and shot fthtgr:n. tl!:le:y ?;ig ‘1

some of them like
‘lleted id. *'We killed them

“Everyone says Toole .

e m{l%ed killers. But ﬂld they- krl;
undreds, as many pohce con_tend
»“‘i‘heres a real’ ques'noul -gaid

Said Jlm Suber, the Jacksonwlle
pohceman “In a plg's eye.” -

-Ottis Toole and Henry Lucas
aren't your ev-
eryday killers.
Toole is a fire-
bug with an IQ
of .75 and .a
strong - attach-
ment .to - his

‘Lucas was an itinerant one-eyed
handy'man before he took up with
Toole in 71978, They met in a
ssion, soup line"in Jacksonville
and  worked . together as house
roofers. Lucas stole cars, drank °
beer, Sold junk and traveled. Like
Toole, he said he was’ really fond
of his mother, :; o
When he was 23, a quarter of a’
entury “ago, he stabbed her to

“eight years,

- uiniiToday, desplte the hundreds of
_#, confessions, Lucas admits to just
7 three murders. He “did" his 200-
“pound mother, Viola. He. killed .

. Toole’s niece, Becky Powell, a 5
mentally retarded 15- -year-old. She

' }l.*‘l'-lerald show that a Jacksonville

. % 1oad of scrap. Apparently, it took

eath with a penkmfe He did -

e w TR T TR T T

Of the hundreds of confessrons
t]us last one is the only one where
police had any hard evidence.

© czin all the others, . mvestigators

- faileéd. to “find any’ physical ‘evi-

_.» "dentce fo ‘corroborate the- confes-.

.’ - sions.’No ballistics, no weapons

~recovered, -no fingerprints, o

fiber rdentxf:catron. no Ioot recov-

ed from the victims.- I
na word , Dothing. Only Lucas
ords.

That seems to be enough for at

least-two murders in Dade County.

“Lucas. "came “down here and
confessed to.a lot of other killings,
but he didn't know what he was
tilking “&bout, and we couldn't

-~charge him,”  Metro-Dade homi-

- .cide - detective .Greg Smith said.

“"fcharged him, “we’ 've..got good
cases, -'We'

in a ‘South Dade drainage” ditch.
: Hazel Haack and Lmda Karbin had

good “chan e'he
Jwasn’t even liere when.the young

" lwomen' dled. ;
by ‘The Miami

*‘!scra -metal company pald Lucas

‘814 2 on May 27 for a load of old
ibeer cans and ‘metal junk.. That
_ -~ -was the day before the murder. On .

‘May 29, the day after the murder,
: ucyas was ‘paid $77.35 for 560

rnme' ral sho K

deorge Yoss, the’ fnan ass:gned to
rosecute Lucas, said.

: gery two to_three days with a

’ ~him that long to collect enor:jglh

mpany worthwhile.

- "'might be. called reliable transpor-
- tation. -Auto régistration records
. :show Lucas was driving a beat-up,
" - blue-and-white Olds station wag-
-‘on, The car was 8 years old and
cut down In back to Serve.as a
- pickup truck. It had more than
-'100,000 miles on the odometer.
CiIt's T 696 miles ‘round-trip be-
. ¥ .tween Jacksonville ‘and Mlanu.
L k.ind of long for a one-da
tered old truck.

, Scr'apf'metal

R Perhaps Lucas
’ --'pushed the truck -from: Jackson-
ville to Miami and back in a day.
“But the. fact that he was in.

in the .cases’ -Where .we {

“May . 981
nd the bodies of two teen-agers |

-pounds “of scrap, ‘the’ records of

:And Lucas didn't have what '

“ould ‘have |

Jacksonville the_ day after the
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" load of scrap metal seems to cast
-doubt on that: possibxhty e
:PDid ‘Lucas klll :Karbin and

"“elsewhere. Besides the grand jury
_investigations in Louisiana and’

““Texas, reporters from: The Dallas

“Times-Herald have. .conducted an
" “exhaustive review of Luéas’ move-

“ments across the United States'

over the past eight year

~What they found gave oohce'}

.- more than a few headaches. . .
.They found traffic t:ekets, pay- .
check stubs, motel registrations, -
: - welfare checks and’ records from
/‘Traveler's Aid. This &vidence,
overwhelmmg in’ ;some “cases,
"‘shows that Lucas was hundreds of
“-miles away when ' any of the
crimes occurred. ol

murder with an imusuaily large”

Haack, the two teeo-aged girls? -
1% It's a tough. questlon, but a small
‘‘one - compared with those ra:sed_

OIl

Henry Lucas s1gnedw&bopres§ OTIS
been charged W1th 210 murdérs

“In a remafkable one-'iuoﬁfh- se
quence in '1978, for '

police placed Lucas in seven states;

Lucas movements before chargmg murder; gain

The mes-Herald concluded

“and charged him with six. murders

and one attempted kidnapping. To‘
have accomplished all that, Lucas

‘would have had to drive more than =

711,000 miles in 30 days. At the
‘time, he was dnvmg a Tundown
13-year-old Ford. ‘

. 'To hear some cOps tell it, Lucas
was a wind-up killer; spinning like
a top across the southern half of
the natlon, stopping only to mur-

racing. at n

every juncnon.'f Y

“The victims were young and old, ;-.‘:C
male and female, black and white. -

y.lmposmblc speeds
_from one side’ of the country to the
-other, careening along the inter- ¥-
- gtate hlghwa,ys in dilapidated au- ;-
. tomobiles, “'compnlsively driving 7
.:for days without sleep and finding 7.
“ victims“conveniently wmting at ::

‘r."l_-—.;&; o
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And there was no pattern at all. o
Today, the grand juries in Texas.'
and Louisiana are ‘scrutinizing
- police procedures there. In Little
Rock, Ark., prosecutor Chris Piaz-
zZa is trying to have one of Lucas’

murder confessions thrown out of :

court. “I hope ‘that -nobody ever

asks him if ‘he kidnapped the : -

* Lindbergh baby,” he said. “I'm
sure he'd cop to jt.” - .- -
In Jacksonville, medical examin-
-er Peter Lipkovic acknowledged
. that he was ‘“overzealous” in.
: accepting Lucas’' confessions to
“eight grisly murders. Despite the
confessions, Lucas has not been

charged with any deaths there. s

And Buddy Terry, the Jackson-
ville homicide " detective who.
. linked Ottis Toole and Henry
Lucas, has been transferred to
other duties: He got Toole to sign
over the rights to any book and -

S T d
TR

mowe ‘deals. Now he works the
‘midnight shift, handling burglary
cases. -7 i v

: N

*Toole is on “Death” Row in

. RO
: Florida. Two eyevwaRnesses. said he

set fire to a house where a man
died.” . - o i T

:After jurors there watched him

-on videotape —confessing to a

~:whole string of murders = they
- convicted him of killing an uniden-
tified hitchhiker. .- ‘i -

~+:Now, as with the hundreds of
other confessions, Lucas ' denies
that murder. “I told what' they
Wwanted,” he said. i g

" -Henry Lee. Lucas, scheduled. to

~die by injection, has an explana-

tion for all the faise confessions.
““They think I'm stupid,” Lucas
said recently. “But before all this
is over, everyone will know who's
really stupid,” CoAE

e e
r.
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